THE  WORLD  SOUL
correct meaning of the word prayer, and it has no truth in it whatever. Nothing has ever been obtained by such a process of supplication, it is degrading both to him who prays and Him who is prayed to. It is inculcated by all religions except Buddhism, because priests wish to constitute themselves as mediums for the safe forwarding of these prayers to their destination. It produces a humiliation, a despair of life, a fear that makes men slaves to faiths, and for this purpose was and is encouraged by them.
In the beginning prayer had no other meaning.
But subsequently a wider meaning was .-given to prayer. It was made to include self-concentration, aspiration, and thought. That is the way words are misused and people are misled. Prayer does not mean any of these emotions ; they have names of their own, which should have been preserved, for they are good things, and should never have been grouped with begging, which is bad. Whatever good there is in prayer is when it is not prayer, but thought. For thought is the only soul truth ; it alone enables you to realise the oneness of Life in the World Soul.
Now if you will turn to that prayer of Jesus called the Lord's Prayer, you will see that this is so.
Our Father, which art in heaven^ hallowed be thy name:
Spirit  of love and wisdom, which  is  the World